
above Lowell ; and it may be remarked that the vil¬
lages bordering on that brook have never, in forty
years, had so many cases of fever, liable to infect the
stream, as in the past two years. The fever epidemics
of both Lowell and Lawrence can thus be completely
and satisfactorily accounted for, as well as the con¬
stant excess of their typhoid-rate, from which both
these cities have long suffered. There is, says the
report, good reason to believe that the germs of the
fever have been carried alive and virulent the three
miles from Stony Brook to Lowell, and nine miles
further, from Lowell to Lawrence ; and perhaps even,
under favorable condition, those germs may have
been transported from Manchester, N. H., or even

more distant points, arriving at Lowell alive and
virulent, so that until a new source of supply shall
have been obtained the water taken from the Merri¬
mac River must be regarded as a menace to health,
both constant and serious. Numerous bacteriolog¬
ical examinations were made of the Merrimac River
water during the latter end of the epidemic ; but at
no time was the investigator able to isolate the bacil¬
lus of typhoid fever. It would doubtless have been
different had the examinations been undertaken at
an earlier stage of the stream's infection.

THE HEALTH OF VETERANS, OR TWENTY-FIVE
YEARS AFTER THE WAR.

Dr. John L. Billings, of the army, has contributed
to The Forum, for January, a brief study of the health
of the survivors of the war, as judged by data com-

piled under the eleventh census. The author's in-
tention is to showwith regard to the troops of a single
State, Massachusetts, what may at some future time,
beworked up for the Northern States as awhole. In
that State about 40,000 veterans were reported as liv-
ing on the first of June, 1890. These form about one\x=req-\
eighth part of the white male population over forty
years old. Hence, if they were all equally healthy,
the number of sickness cases reported by the census
should be seven times as great among the latter as
among the former. But the census indicates that
there is four times as much sickness among veter-
ans as among other males of the same age. Among
the insane, however, the veterans furnished a much
smaller proportion than the other males over forty
years of age. The sickness statistics were especially
high among the veterans from diarrhceal diseases,
rheumatism and heart disease. This fact might have
been anticipated, and may, in part at least, be set
down as one of the entailments of service in the
field. Dr. Billings infers that while the health of
some men has been improved by their war discipline
—even to the extent of the preservation of lives that
would have been lost if their owners had remained
at home—the health of the average has been impaired
by the exposures of the soldier's life. The veteran

has a greater number of days of sickness than other
men of the like age-period, and of course, has a
somewhat less expectation of life. This conclusion,
being based on the census results for a comparatively
small territory is not regarded by Dr. Billings as

other than a provisional one. Fuller data may con¬
siderably modify these inferences. It is not impos¬
sible also that the replies obtained by the census

gatherers may have taken into account the minor
pains and disorders of veterans and pensioners, which
other men might not mention. This would be likely
to apply with especial pertinence to those men who
are applicants for pension relief.
Health Officer of the Port of New York,

Dr. Jenkins.\p=m-\Dr. Jenkins
—

Dr. W. T. Jenkins, of New York City,
has been elected to succeed Dr. Wm. M. Smith, at the
Quarantine Station in the harbor of New York. Dr.
Smith has been holding over for about ten years, by
reason of the inability of the State Senators to agree
to the nominations made by successive Governors.
The office is now a salaried one worth $10,000 per
annum. When it was a fee-office, the income was

estimated to be from $75,000 to $95,000 annually.

REPORT OF A CONFERENCE OF STATE AND MUNI-
CIPAL BOARDS OF HEALTH HELD AT CHICAGO,

THURSDAY, JANUARY 14, 1892.
In response to a suggestion of the State Board of

Health of Pennsylvania, a conference of State and
Municipal Boards of Health took place at the Grand
Pacific Hotel, Chicago, Thursday, January 14, at
10:30 A. m.

Present, the following Secretaries or representa-
tives of State Boards of Health : C. N. Hewitt, Min-
nesota; H. B. Baker, Michigan; C. D. Smith, Maine;
F. W. Reilly, Illinois ; M. O'Brien, Kansas ; J. T.
Reeve, Wisconsin; H. H. Clark, Iowa; Benjamin
Lee, Pennsylvania; Dr. J. H. Rauch, representing
the American Public Health Association ; Dr. S. P.
Wise, Ohio. The following representatives of Muni-
cipal Boards of Health and cities : Hon. Peter Rush,
Comptroller of Detroit ; Dr. McShane, Health Com-
missioner of Baltimore; John D. Ware, Health Com-
missioner, Chicago; D. S. Shellaberger, Health Com-
missioner, Sioux City; Dr. O. B. Wingate, Health
Commissioner, Milwaukee ; Dr.Jamin Strong, Health
Commissioner, Cleveland, Ohio ; J. H. Kellogg, Sec-
retary State Board of Health, Michigan; Dr. C. Mc-
Lellan, delegate from Provincial Board of Health of
Ontario.
Letters or telegrams were received from the Secre¬

taries of fifteen State Boards of Health and the
Boards of Health of eight cities regretting their in¬
ability to be present, expressing their sympathy with
the movement, and promising the hearty cooperation
of their respective bodies in any plan which might
be determined on by the conference.
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